IS   IT  A   CURSE?

The gravity of the question will, however, be
realised when we remember that out of every 1,000
Hindu married women 14 are under 5 years of
age, in below 10, and 437 under 15 years of
age. This means that a little over u per cent, of
the Hindu women are supposed to lead a married
life when they are below 10 years of age, f.e.
they are mere children, and that nearly 44 per
cent, of them lead married lives when they are less
than fifteen years of age, i.e., when they are not
yet out of their teens and before they have attained
true and full puberty and are physically utterly
unfit to bear the strain of marital relations.1

It must^be admitted Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, like
Sir Hari Singh Gour, does not leave much room for his
fellow countrymen in America to argue that he has
mixed marriage and betrothal-to declare, as they so
often declare, that the Hindu marriage is merely a
ceremony unattended by any physical act.

He continues, and, like others, quotes a doctor to
substantiate the case :

Sir, the secondary aim of the Bill is to remove
the principal impediment to the physical and men-
tal growth of the youth of both sexes and the chief
cause of their premature decay and death. The
measure I propose will help to remove the causes
which lead to heavy mortality amongst Hindu
married girls. The very high percentage of deaths
among them is due to the fact that they are quite
immature and are utterly unfit to begin married
1 Legislative Assembly Debates, September isth, 1927, p. 4,406.
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